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LODGE OFFICERS 2009-2010: 
EXALTED RULERS: MIKE WILLIAMS 
EST. LEADING KNIGHT: LOIS PAGANO 
EST. LOYAL KNIGHT: LUCY MCGOWAN 
EST. LECTURING KNIGHT: AARON ARIAS 
ESQUIRE: JEFFERY LEITZ 
SECRETARY: KEITH PIGNATARO 
TREASURER: DENNIS MCGUIRE 
CHAPLAIN: MIKE SPELLMAN, PER 
INNER GUARD: BOB PEACOCK 
TILER: MIKE YANACONE 
TRUSTEE ς 1 YEAR: TOM MCGOWAN, PER 
TRUSTEE ς 2 YEAR: MARK DUNNDER, PER 
TRUSTEE ς 3 YEAR: ANTHONY PLESH, JR., PER 
TRUSTEE ς 4 YEAR: PETER SOCCODATO, JR., PER 
TRUSTEE ς 5 YEAR: JOHN KANALEY, PER 
>   MEETINGS ARE EVERY 1ST

 AND 3RD
 WEDNESDAYS OF 

                            THE MONTH < 

 

             AMERICANISM           JAMES CRISFIELD 
            AUDITING             PETER SOCCODATO JR.,  PER 
            BETTER PARADES            TONY PLESH JR.,  PER 
            COMM.  ACTIVITIES          JOHN DESOCIO,  PER 
           CONVENTION             PETER SOCCODATO  JR.,  PER 
            DRUG AWARENESS          THERESA GAZAWAY 
            FLAG DAY            MIKE WILLIAMS 
            GOVõT RELATIONS          MIKE WILLIAMS 
            HALL RENTALS            STEVE MURPHY 
            HOOP SHOOT            MIKE WILLIAMS 
            HOUSE CHAIRMAN          TONY PLESH JR.,  PER 
            INDOCTRINATION             MIKE YANACONE 
            INVESTIGATION            MIKE YANACONE 
            LAPSATION            AARON ARIAS 
            LODGE ACTIVITIES          TONY PLESH JR.,  PER 
           MEMBERSHIP            DAN LEMOND 
           MEMORIAL DAY           JOHN DESOCIO PER 
           NATIONAL FOUNDATION    LUCY MCGOWAN 
           VETERANS            LOU DESOCIO 
           NEWSLETTER            LOIS PAGANO 
           PER ASSOCIATION           TONY PLESH JR.,  PER 
           PUBLIC RELATIONS           GUY HASELMAN 
           SCHOLARSHIP            KRISTIN SOCCODATO 
           SOCCER SHOOT             GERALD CELMER 
           SPECIAL CHILDREN           LOIS PAGANO 
     VISITING COMMITTEE         LOU DESOCIO,  PER 

     YOUTH ACTIVITIES CHRIS MOONEY 
 

 

 

 
 

Exalted Rulerõs Message 
    
Our new fiscal year started on April 1. Our past year was very successful and I look forward to an even better year this year.  
  
To accomplish this, I am asking all members to get more involved in Lodge events and to serve on a committee. I would also li ke to see 
better attendance at our meetings which are held o n the first and third Wednesday of each month. Our Officers were recently installed and 
are committed to serving our Lodge to the best of their ability, but they cannot do it alone and look forward to hearing any ideas that you 
may have that will improve o ur performance in  any of the many challenges that we face.  
  
We have several events coming up in May and June and I will be asking for your help and support for these events. We continue  to grow our 
e-mail list and if you are not receiving these many missi ves please let me know by sending an email to me at :  fmikewilliams@aol.com . I look 
forward to hearing from you.  

 

Mike Williams, Exalted Ruler 
 
Mike Williams, Exalted Ruler  

  
  

 

mailto:fmikewilliams@aol.com
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STATE tw9{L59b¢Ω{ MESSAGE 

 
AS WE EMBARK ON THE 2010 ς 2011 NEW JERSEY STATE ELK YEAR, I 
CONGRATULATE WILLIAM HEATH VICE PRESIDENT OF THE EAST CENTRAL 

DISTRICT AND ALL THE DISTRICT CHAIRMEN FOR TAKING ON THE 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF YOUR OFFICE. I LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING 

TOGETHER TO FURTHER THE GOALS OF OUR GREAT ORGANIZATION. 
 

TO ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT, I THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR SUPPORT OF YOUR LODGE DISTRICT AND STATE AND LOOK 

FORWARD TO MEETING AS MANY OF YOU POSSIBLE. THIS YEAR I AM 

ASKING EVERYONE TO HELP SPREAD BY WORD AND DEED THE WORKS OF 

OUR ORDER.  AS ELKS WE MUST ALL HAVE ONE GOAL; TO GENERATE 

THAT SPARK OF INTEREST IN OUR MEMBERS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE ELK 

PROGRAMS, AND IGNITE IT INTO ONE PASSION; THE CONTINUED SUCCESS 

OF THE BENEVOLENT & PROTECTIVE ORDER OF ELKS. 
 

FRATERNALLY, 
 

WILLIAM J PELTIER JR , SPE 
NEW JERSEY STATE ELKS ASSOC  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
      
   On June 4

th
 the baton will be turned over to me as Vice President 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ  LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ to serving all 
ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 
talented and dedicated members in our East Central District.  And 
this year it is my goal to tap into that talent and bring our District 
into the spot light. 
 
    I am going to ask each Lodge to participate in the All American 
Lodge Contest.  It has often been called a blue print for success.  
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƭŀȅǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǊŘŜǊΦ  LǘΩǎ 
these Programs that make our Elks, a unique and enviable 
organization.   
  
     By yearΩs end, hopefully every Lodge will have made at least one 
accomplishment that their members can be proud of for years to 
come.  There are so many ways to be successful.  For instance 
many Lodges already have an outstanding Newsletter that only 
needs additional content or structure.  Union Lodge does many 
things well, and I hope that they would continue to lead the way 
ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ  LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŜȄŀƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ 
Lodge and stepping it up a notch.  
 
     I hope to see manȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ²ƛƭŘǿƻƻŘΦ  !ǎ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ Ǌŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΦ  LΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ 
visit will all of you.  Friday night at 6:30 is the Inaugural Ball at the 
Convention Center.  It would be a good occasion to share some 
good fellowship with your NJ Elks.   
 
     [ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ 9ŀǎǘ 
Central District the best it has ever been. 
 
Fraternally yours, 
 
William Heath, VP-Elect ECD 
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I WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL THE EXALTED RULERS WHO WORKED 

WITH ME LAST YEAR TO MAKE MY YEAR SO FAR A SUCCESS & FOR ALL 

THE NEW EXALTED RULERS & THOSE GOING FOR A SECOND TERM KEEP 

UP THE GOOD WORK.  I KNOW YOU WILL BE SUPPORTING MY 

SUCCESSOR ANTHONY (TONY) PLESH, JR.  FROM SUMMIT LODGE # 

1246.   
 
EVERYONE WHO ATTENDED MY CLINIC ON APRIL 26 AT STERLING 

LODGE # 2392 GOT A LOT OF INFORMATION AND PUT IT TO GREAT USE, 
AS THE EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT IS DOING AN OUTSTANDING JOB WITH 

GETTING IN THEIR REPORTS ON TIME.  ESPECIALLY WITH THE 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS REPORT WHICH SHOWS HOW MUCH WE DO 

FOR OUR COMMUNITIES, AND THOSE LESS FORTUNATE THEN 

OURSELVES.   
 
REMEMBER, MEMBERSHIP IS A VITAL PART OF ELKDOM.  WITHOUT IT 

WE WOULD CEASE TO EXIST.  I WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE 

SUMMIT LODGE FOR THE GREAT JOB THEY ARE DOING BY BRINGING IN 

NEW MEMBERS.  THE DISTRICT HAS BEEN SHOWING A GAIN IN 

MEMBERSHIP FOR YEARS NOW, WHILE ALL THE OTHER DISTRICTS IN 

THE NORTH ARE LOSING MEMBERS.   
 
I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO GIVE A BIG THANK-YOU TO THE 0$$'%2ȭS 

WHO HAVE GIVEN ME SO MUCH SUPPORT THIS YEAR.  A SPECIAL 

THANKS TO PSP GEORGE MILLER FOR ALL YOUR HELP.  AND LAST BUT 

NOT LEAST A BIG THANK-YOU TO OUR VP HOWARD PROCTOR; IT HAS 

BEEN A PLEASURE WORKING WITH YOU THIS YEAR.  GOOD LUCK TO 

OUR VP-ELECT WILLIAM HEATH.  
 
FRATERNALLY YOURS, 
 
LARRY KASPEREEN, DDGER  

 
 

 

 
 
       
 
      
   On Friday, April 16, I was installed as your Secretary for the fiscal 
year 2010-2011.  I am honored and humbled to serve as an officer 
of the Summit B.P.O.E and wish to extend my deepest appreciation 
for your confidence in me.     
 
      ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŘƎŜΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƭƛŦƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ 
there is still a great deal of work to be accomplished, and it will 
take the efforts of the full membership.  I urge each of you, current 
members as well as the newly initiated, to get involved with the 
service committee of your choice and give back to our local 
community (see list of Committees).     
 
      Lastly, in my official capacity as your Secretary, I am required to 
remind each of you that Annual Dues ($60) for the fiscal year 
commencing April 1, 2010 and ending March 31, 2011 were due on 
April 1, 2010.  As of today, there are still a significant number of 
members that have not met this commitment.   You can either 
drop off the money at the Elks or mail your dues to the following 
address: 
 
   Summit Elks #1246 
   Attn: Keith Pignataro/ 

F. Michael Williams  
   40 Maple Avenue 
   Summit, NJ 07901 
 
      I thank each of you for your prompt attention to this matter 
and look forward to serving you at the highest level this coming 
year! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
Keith J. Pignataro 
Secretary 
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Special Childrenõs Committee 
I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all that volunteered their 

time and efforts in providing our Special Children with assistance at 

the Turtle Back Zoo and Fishing Derby!!!!  I also would like to thank 

Mike and Terri Reynolds for their generous gift of $500 and Gerry 

Weir for donating $225 from the St. Pattyõs Day dinner up at the 

Lodge.  Our annual Camp Moore Picnic is coming up ðAugust 20th.  

Most of our fundraising efforts go towards providing the Special 

Children with a week or weekend of fun at the Camp.  This year our 

lodge will be sending 5 children for the week at $500 per child and 2 for 

the weekend at $225.00 per child.   Members, if you havenõt already 

been up to Camp Moore or at least to one of the Special Childrenõs 

events, please try to do so, you will see first-hand what the Committee 

is all about!  We are having our first Spaghetti Dinner at the lodge on 

Thursday, June 17th.  This is a special dinner for all our contestants in 

the recent Poster contest, David Reynolds, Michael Harazim , Melanie 

Reach and Taylor Jaskolski. Come up and enjoy the night!  Also coming 

up is the Miracle on the Mountain Bicycle Run, where cyclists come 

from all over the state to participate in this great event.  All proceeds 

go to Camp Moore.   

 

Lois Pagano 

SCC, Summit Elks Lodge #1246 

UPCOMING SPECIAL CHILDRENΩS COMMITEE EVENTS 

DATE   TIME EVENT 

Fri, August 20, 2010 12pm ECD Special Childrens 

Picnic - Camp Moore 

 Sun, July 25, 2010  12pm Miracle Run-Old Bridge 

                                                                   

 

SUMMIT ELKS NATIONAL SERVICE VETERANS COMMITTEE 
The motto of the Elks National Service Committee is "No veteran 
shall be forgotten," and we strive to do that as much as possible by 
our programs.  We have a busy schedule of upcoming events (see 
below).  Please mark these events on your calendars.  You are 
more than welcome to participate in any of them.  If interested or 
wish more details, please call me on my cell phone, 908-656-1382, 
or speak to me at a meeting. 
 
I wish to thank JoAnn Wright, who is retiring as the Chairwoman of 
the East Central District Veterans Committee, for all her hard work 
heading the committee.  Although she will be missed, I am sure she 
will still be an asset that the incoming Chairman, our own Mark 
Dunnder, can draw on.  Congratulations Mark.  Have a good year.  
Of course, Summit Lodge is behind you. 
 
Louis DeSocio 
Chairman 
Summit Elks No. 1246 
 
UPCOMING ±9¢9w!bΩ{ COMMITTEE EVENTS 
 
Date   Time   Event   
      Location  
 
Mon., June 2, 2010  7:30 PM ECD Vets Committee 
    Cranford Elks  
 
Sat., June 19, 2010  10:30 AM Vets Picnic   
    Lyons VA Facility  
 
Sat., July 17, 2010   10:30 AM Vets Picnic   
    Menlo Park VA Facility  
 
Sun., Aug. 1, 2010  12:00 PM ECD Vets  
  Committee Picnic  

Stirling Elks  
  
Sun., Aug. 29, 2010  4:30 PM Somerset Patriots Baseball  
    Somerset Patriots Stadium  
 
Sat., Nov 6, 2010   7:00 PM ECD Vets Committee Dinner  
    Springfield -Hillside Elks  
 
Sat., Dec 16, 2010    Vets Christmas Party  

Lyons VA Facility  
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HOUSE COMMITTEE 
 

We have a lot of new members aboard, If you want to get 

acquainted  with the new and old members you could sign 

up for a night of bartending, things are doing well here but 

it would be nice to see some new faces, we are going thru a 

trial and era system with the different beers to keep on 

hand so let us know what you are  thinking.  Keeping the 

club nice and clean it is important for your guess and for 

ourselves, don't hesitate to clean up after yourselves or if 

you see a mess, clean it. Baseball season is here come on up 

and watch the WORLD CHAMPION  YANKS and for the 

members who like Triple A ball, we could turn on the 

METS and sometimes the RED SOX - see you there!!!   

 

CHEERS!!!  

 
Anthony Plesh, Jr., PER , DDD  
House Committee Chairman  

 
                          

 
 
          SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: 

ER MIKE WILLIAMS HAS BEEN ILL AND 
HOSPITALIZED; HIS PROGNOSIS IS VERY GOOD,  
PLEASE JOIN US IN WISHING MIKE A FULL AND 
SPEEDY RECOVERY!!!!!  

 
 

         
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ά¢ƻƴȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǿƻǊƴ ƛƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ hǊƭŀƴŘƻΣ 
Florida the week of July 4thΦέ 
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Important Date:  June 14 th  FLAG DAY 
 

 Flag Day    

Flag Day, is a day for all Americans to celebrate and show 

respect for our flag, its designers and makers. Our flag is 

representative of our independence and our unity as a 

nation.....one nation, under God, indivisible. Our flag has a 

proud and glorious history. It was at the lead of every 

battle fought by Americans. Many people have died 

protecting it. It even stands proudly on the surface of the 

moon.  

As Americans, we have every right to be proud of our 

culture, our nation, and our flag. So raise the flag today 

and every day with pride!   

Properly Display Our Flag  

There is a right way and a wrong way to display the flag. 

 The American flag should be held in the highest of 

regards. It represents our nation and the many people who 

gave their lives for our country and our flag. Here are the 

basics on displaying  the American flag:  

 The flag is normally flown from sunrise to sunset.  

 In the morning, raise the flag briskly. At sunset, 

lower it slowly. Always, raise and lower it 

ceremoniously.  

 The flag should not be flown at night without a 

light on it.  

 The flag should not be flown in the rain or 

inclement weather.  

 After a tragedy or death, the flag is flown at half 

staff for 30 days. It's  called "half staff" on land 

,and "half mast" on a ship.  

 When flown vertically on a pole, the stars and 

blue field , or "u nion", is at the top and at the end 

of the pole (away from your house).  

 The American flag is always flown at the top of 

the pole. Your state flag and other flags fly below 

it.  

 The union is always on top. When displayed in 

print, the stars and blue field are always on the 

left.  

 Never let your flag touch the ground, 

never...period.  

 Fold your flag when storing. Don't just stuff it in a 

drawer or box.  

  When your flag is old and has seen  better days, it 

is time to retire it. Old flags should be burned or 

buried. Please do not throw it in the trash.  

Did you Know? There is a very special ceremony for 

retiring the flag by burning it. It is a ceremony everyone 

should see.Your local Boy Scout group knows the proper 

ceremony and performs it on a regular basis. If you have 

an old flag, give it to them. And, attend the ceremony.   

 
Famous Flag People:  

Betsy Ross was a seamstress who made clothes for George 

Washington. In June, 1776, Washington approached her to 

make the country's first flag and the rest is history.  

Francis Scott Key Inspired by the British bombardment of 

Fort McHenry, Francis Scott Key penned the lyrics to our 

national anthem as he witnessed the event as British 

rockets whizzed in the air while our American Flag flew in 

the breeze  

Did you Know? If you like to study flags, then you are a 

Vexillologist!  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
 
 
 

                                 

                                                                                                                            Last Yearôs Winners!  

                                                                                

   Still competing for the championship- see Tony Plesh, Jr. for more details                                                                               
 
 
 

  

 

WIL DWOOD CONVENTION ð 1ST WEEKEND IN JUNE  
Still some tickets left for the event.  It will be held at the Compas Hotel, Rosemary Ave, Wildwood Crest  ς one block from the 
water.  This a great family event with great golf, food, music, and much, much more, so please make an effort to attend.   Any 
questions contact Pete @ soccodjr@yahoo.com or Tony @ tpleshjr@verizon.net . 
 
                                        
                   
 
 
 

mailto:soccodjr@yahoo.com
mailto:tpleshjr@verizon.net
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THE COMPASS FAMILY RESORT, WILDWOOD CREST                              

           
 

E.C.D. CAMP MOORE PICNIC, POMPTON PLAINS  

the òmiracle on the mountainó 

 ò We believe that like all 
children, the special children need to go to camp for new experiences, new friends and to participate in activities that will aid them in their 

general growth.ó 
For Directions please contact Lois Pagano @ lpagano07663@yahoo.com  

 

mailto:lpagano07663@yahoo.com
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THE MIRACLE RUN                                                                          

 

The New Jersey Elks Miracle Run is an annual motorcycle fundraising event that supports 
Special Children and Elks Camp Moore.   LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǳǇ to this event -  there are also raffles going towards 
this event @ $20.00 each for a chance to win a Harley ς contact Lois Pagano @ lpagano07663@yahoo.com for more details. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
If you have any pictures you would like to share, please contact Lois Pagano @ 
lpagano07663@yahoo.com 
 

mailto:lpagano07663@yahoo.com
mailto:lpagano07663@yahoo.com

