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ENF grants sharpen Lodgesô Community Focus 
October is Elks National Foundation Month, a time to focus our attention on the ñGreat Heart of Elkdomò and the 
remarkable services provided by our Order. These services can be funded either directly by the Foundation, 
through State Associations or through the Lodges via the ENF Community Investments Program. 
 
This year, the Elks National Foundation is celebrating the 10th year of the Community Investments Program, a 
program specifically developed to support Local Lodges with their Community Service Projects. The program, 
which was rolled out in July 2005 with a very modest budget of only $350,000, has met with tremendous success 
and incredible growth in its brief history. This year, the Foundation Trustees have budgeted $9,765,590 for the 
Community Investments Program, an increase of 2,690 percent since its inception! 
 
The Community Investment Grants are offered by the Foundation to help you make a difference in your 
community with new and continuing programs tailored to meet the specific needs of your community and help 
you further demonstrate how ñ Care ï Share.ò As we use our ñCommunity Focusò to take full advantage of these 
grants, we will continue to build even stronger relationships proving that we are a reliable partner for our 
communities. In addition to the Community Investment Grants, this year there will also be an increased number 
of Freedom Grants available through the Veterans Services Commission. Please do not leave this essentially 
ñfreeò money on the table! 
 
For 2015-2016, in addition to the Community Investments Program, the Elks National Foundation has budgeted 
nearly $17,000,000 for other program services, including (in round figures): Scholarships ($4,300,000), State 
Grants ($8,720,000), Veterans Service ($1,485,000), Youth Programs Maintenance ($640,000). A total of $27 
million goes toward the many meaningful programs supported by our great Order. 
 
A strong Elks National Foundation perspective in your Lodge is another means of helping develop an even 
greater ñElks Prideò among your membership. The per capita ENF goal for 2015-2016 is $4.65 per member, and I 
ask that each Lodge and every Member renew your commitment to support the Foundation. I have no doubt that 
you and I can exceed this goal, knowing that the ongoing benefits to be derived from our contributions will far 
exceed the value of our gifts, proving once again that ñ Care ï Share.ò 
 
For more information about the Elks National Foundation and the programs it funds, please visit 
www.elks.org/enf. 
 
Follow our travels on Facebook and at www.virginiaelks.org/GER_Ron_Hicks_Blog.htm 
 

 

                                 2015-2016 Officers  
Exalted Ruler - Jeffrey Leitz   Trustee - 1 Yr:  Jay Kennedy 

Est. Leading Knight ð A. J. Mancuso Trustee ð 2 Yr:  Anthony Plesh, Jr. PDD  

Est. Loyal Knight: Jeffrey Krieger   Trustee - 3 Yr :  Lois Pagano, PER 

Est . Lecturing Knight: Bonny Peacock  Trustee ð 4 Yr.: F. Michael Williams, PER 

Esquire: Valerie Smit h   Trustee ð 5 Yr:  Michael Surman  

Secretary:  Peter Soccodato, Jr., PER  

Treasurer: Jeff Cebula  

Chaplain: Scott Gleason  

Inner Guard:  William Gore  

Tiler: Michael Yanacone  

 

 

Message from 
Grand Exalted 

Ruler  
Ronald L 

Hicks 

Americanism- Robert Peacock,   Drug Awareness ς [ƻǳƛǎ 5Ŝ{ƻŎƛƻΣ t9wΣ   DƻǾΩǘ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ-, F. Michael 
Williams, PER,  Hoop Shoot ς F. Mike Williams, PER,  Lodge Activities- A.J. Mancuso,   ENF-Lois Pagano, 
PER,   Membership-Anthony Plesh, Jr.,PDD,   National Veterans Service-Louis DeSocio, PER,   Parades-A.J. 
Mancuso,   Army of Hope-Louis DeSocio, PER,   Public Relations-John DeSocio, PER,   Newsletter-Lois 
Pagano, PER, Special Children-Lois Pagano, PER & Valerie Smith, Youth Activities-F. Mike Williams, PER 

 

October 2015 

 

http://www.elks.org/enf
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                     From the Secretaries Desk  

 

Hi Everyone ,                    
 
DONõT FOGET YOUR DUES!  $72 a year --  think about it, where else could you 

become a member of a Premier Charitable Organization as the Elks,  not only to come up 

and watch a game or shoot some pool; you get to  go to any Elk Lodge in the country, 

enjoy so many events, while supporting the Vets, Youth Activities, Special Children, 

Scouts and more!  At our meetings you will hear all about it!  

 

To pay your dues onlineéitõs easy, go on summitelks.org just put in your member # as the 

ID and your last name as your Password.  If not send the check payable to Summit Elks 

Lodge #1246 directly to my attention at 40 Maple Street, Summit NJ.  07901   

 

UPCOMIN G OCTOBER EVENTS  

MOUNTAINSIDE LODGE BREAKFAST OCT 11 TH   

SUMMIT LODGE: OCTOBERFEST, OCT 18 TH 

WALK OUT ON DRUGS SYMPOSIUM, SHS  OCT 20 TH   

MOUNTAINSIDE LODGE:  WINE AND EASEL, OCTOBER 30 TH   

  

Please see the flyers enclosed for more information.    

 Yours in Elkdom, Peter Soccodato, Jr  

.   

         

 
Message from Exalted Ruler, Jeffrey Leitz  

 

       Hi Everyone, Th e Grand Exalted Rulerõs message this month is on ENF. 
   

         October is ENF month.  This is the month all the Lodges get a chance to  
    catch  up on donations to meet the Grand Exalted Rulerõs Per Capta of $4.65 
    per person.   We are very proud this year that Lodge ENF Chair Lois Pagano  
    is also     the NJ State Chair.  We ha d the pleasure of holding the  NJ State  
    Region II ENF  fundraiser.  It was a great turnout from our Summit community . 
    All enjoyed a   night of laughter while raising over $3,200 for ENF.   Summit  
    Lodge will be holding  another ENF event:  its annual  OKTOBERFEST on Sunday,  
    October 18  th  at 2pm.    Come out and bring the whole family, kids under 10 are  
    free  which includes special German food by yours truly and  music by our  
    Oompah band  Chris and Ronnie.  
        One of the programs that ENF  gives back to is coming up.  Its  the annual  
    Hoop ShOOt Contest is being held at New Providence HS.  Kids between  the 
ages of 8 ð 13 
   please encourage them to sign up this year. These are just a couple of the 
òGood 
 
   

 

        
 

            
 

 
  

 

Sickness and & 
Distress: 
 
Jean Bail e 
Dennis Dowling  
 
Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to 
the m.  

ages of 8 through 13 get a chance to show their Free Throw skills!  Come out and 
support them!  These  are just a few of the  òGood Thingsó we  do as Elksé..We 
have 1300+ members, if  you havenõt already  been t o one of our events or 
participated in one of our programs,  please óGET  INVOLVEDó you will be glad you 
did!        Jeff  
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Which type of member are you? Are you actively 

involved in your Lodge? Do you work on a 

committee? Do you support committee fund raising 

functions? It saddens me to report that too many of 

our members just sit around listening to the radio. 

Yes, itôs true. A large percentage of our members 

have their radios tuned to WII-FM; Whatôs In It For Me. 

This really is a shame because unless you get 

involved you will never learn what you truly get by 

being an active member of this great Order. 

Work with the Veterans Committee and/or the Army 

of Hope to let a veteran, serviceman or woman or 

their families know that they will never be forgotten. 

Get involved with the Special Childrenôs Committee, 

go to Camp Moore, Turtle Back Zoo or help them host 

a party for these special children. Join the Youth 

Activities Committee and help run a Soccer Shoot, 

Batters Up and Hoop Shoot Contest. Substance 

abuse is a plague infecting our young people. Help 

the Drug Awareness Committee fight this battle. 

These are just a few of the many committees that you 

can take an active interest in. 

The smile on their face and the tears in their eyes of 

those we help or work with will leave an indelible 

mark on your heart. ñBut, as Elks we teach not alone 

the charity of alms, but rather the higher and nobler 

charity of thought, word and deed. Our whole 

influence in life is determined by the good deeds we 

do rather than by the emotions we feel. The kindliest 

feeling may vanish, the best resolve may be 

forgotten; but the influence of a good deed, honestly 

and promptly performed, will continue forever.ò 

 

Fraternally, 

Paul Kozakiewicz 

 

r

 
We will be visiting Springfield/Hillside and Union this 
month. Please practice the ritual, even if you are reading 
it.  Make it impressive.  This is the first thing our new 
members witness. 

 
Donôt forget to get the scholarship information out 
to your schools for those high school seniors 
preparing to go to college.  Also make sure to get 
the Americanism Essay contest forms to your 
grammar schools. 

 
October is Elks National Foundation month.  Plan 
a fund-raiser at your lodge.  The monies you raise 
can help your lodge make itôs per capita. 

 
Red Ribbon week is October 25-31, 2015.  In 1988, 
the National Federation of Parents for Drug-Free 
Youth championed the first national Red Ribbon 
Week campaign with Honorary Chairman 
President Ronald Reagan and First Lady Nancy 
Reagan.  That same year, congress officially 
established Red Ribbon Week.  Now at the end of 
every October, millions of Americans don red 
ribbons in memory of Drug Enforcement 
Administration Special Agent Enrique ñKikiò 
Camarena, who was an officer in the Drug 
Enforcement Administration in El Centro, Mexico.  
On February 7, 1985, just as he was close to 
exposing a major drug trafficking operation, he 
was kidnapped.  That was the last time he was 
seen alive.  He was 37 years of age.  The Elks are 
proud to be a part of such an important tradition.  
For more information on the history of Red 
Ribbon Week, go to the elks.org website under 
Drug Awareness. 

 
Last but not least, October is National Breast 
Cancer Awareness month.  Please take the right 
steps to protect yourself against this disease. 
 
Fraternally, 

 
 
 

Robert ñCoachò Colwell 
 

 

 

Message from DD              
Robert Colwell :  
 
Pre-visits and Official visits have 
begun.  Thank you Stirling and 
Cranford for your hospitality you 

gave to my team and me.   

Message From  
ECD VP 
Paul 
Kozak iewicz  
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National Service Veterans Committee 
 
I am happy to announce that we received an ENF Grant for $2,000 to further our 

commitment to helping our Veterans.  We will be using this money to hold another 

special Veterans òThank Youó Dinner up at the Lodge for some of the Vets who are 

currently residing at Lyonsõ Valley Brook and will be visiting those who are currently 

at Lyons Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) Unit throughout the year, bringing 

up some personalized Goodie Bags and dinners.  If you would like to get involved 

with this worthwhile project please contact me. 

 

PLEASE  ALSO JOIN US FOR THE NJ STATE VETERANS COMMITTEE  BREAKFAST 

OCTOBER 11TH AT MOUNTAINSIDE LODGE.  FOR $10 PP YOU GET A GREAT 

BREAKFAST WHILE HELPING OUR VETERANS! 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE SEE THE ENCLOSED FLYER. 

 

    

Louis DeSocio, Chairman 

National Service Veterans Committee 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 
 
To our members, especially those with children or grandchildren, Summit High School is 
having the following event that will shed light on the drug epidemic that is sweeping our 
State.   Please try to make it! 
 

Community Symposium: The Spectrum of Substance Abuse 
 
The Student Assistance Counselors (SAC) and Superintendents of Summit, Chatham, 
Millburn, Berkley Heights, and New Providence have entered into a consortium 
committed to offering programs to families that focus on student needs in our 
communities. The first symposium will be hosted by the Summit High School, 125 Kent 
Place Boulevard, Summit, NJ 07901, on Tuesday, October 20, 2015, at 7:00 PM. There will 
be speakers there to discuss a number of issues facing our youth. Please make every 
effort to attend this and the future talks on this scourge that is sweeping our State.  If, 
after attending this talk we save one child from drugs our efforts will be worth it. 
 
Louie DeSocio 

Drug Awareness Committee Chairman 
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The Special Childrenõs Committee 

 

SAVE THE DATE:   SATURDAY FEBRUARY 27, 2015é..Just when you don't 

think winter is ending.... Come join us for a Thaw  Out Party!!! Join us for a 

special charity ball to benefit the Special Children 's committee.  This event is 

how we rai se money to send special need s children free of charge to Camp 

Moore.   The Camp Moore applications usually come out the first of the year.  

If you know anyone or you have a special needs child or adult that you think 

would love to go to Camp Moore, please let me know.   

Valerie Smith  

Special Children Committee Chair  

.   
 

                            The Annual Hoop Sh oot  for the  

                         Summit Lodge will be held   on Saturday,  

                   November 14 at 3:00   PM at  the  New Providence  

               Rec Center .  This  ôFREE THROWó shooting contest is open to  

          all boys and girls  between the  ages of 8  and 13 on April 1,  2016.    

 

     Boys will compete against boys  and girls against girls    There  are 3 different  

     age groups :  8 and 9 year olds, 10 and 11 year olds and 12 and 13 year olds.  

 

This event is open to all children and parents do not have to be Elks members .   There 

is no fee to enter this contes t  and light refreshments will be serve d.  This is the local 

competition and winners may advance to the District, State, Regional  and National 

Championships.  This year the  National Championship Contest will be held in Chicago, 

Illinois .  I am asking that those who wish to participate have thei r applications 

submitted to the Lodge by November 11, 2015 so that I can set up the scoring sheets 

prior to the contest.   There is an application in this N ewsletter and additional  

                         applications will be available at the Lodge.  

 

              If you have any questions you can see me at the Lodge or  

                        Email me at  fmikewilliams@aol.com ,     

                                   

                                       Fraternally yours,  

                         Michael Williams, Hoop Shoot Chairman  
 

 

mailto:fmikewilliams@aol.com
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                                ELKS NATIONAL FOUNDATION 
                           CELEBRATING OCTOBER- ENF MONTH! 

 

Great News! For all the new members and existing members , 
donating as little as $10 per member per year to ENF will g et back so much more in 
return to help us  continue to support our Community Investment Programs .   
Summit Lodge has applied for all 4 Grants  this year , already receiving the Beacon , 

Promise and Gratitude grant money ù thatüs $6,500 so far in Grants .      

Here is where the Grant Money will go:  

The Promise Grant was used in 2014-2015 to partner with our Scouts in accompanying some 
Veterans to a baseball game.  The Veterans loved it, thanking us for thinking of them.  It was so 
successful, we will be doing it again for 2015-2016, already receiving  the Gran t.  

We have used The Beacon Grant to partner with a local organization Christ Child Society to 
make þBlankets for Babiesÿ each year which are delivered to 3 local hospitals  to keep hundreds 
of underprivileged newborns  warm .   This program has been  so successful we will be doing it 
again this year.  

The Gratitude Grant is the easiest grant to receive from ENF.  If you reach the Grand Exalted 
Rulerüs Per Capita in Donations you automatically are eligible for this Grant.  I am happy to 
report we have g one beyond the GERüs goal and the State Presidentüs goal this year. We just 
received the $2,000 Grant  to hold a special þThank Youÿ dinner for our Veterans at our Lodge 
and will be visiting  Veterans in the PTSD Unit up at Lyons hospital; bringing them din ner and 
special personalized gifts during the holidays and throughout the year!  

The Impact Grant is a $10,000 Grant to be used in an ongoing community project.  I n the past we 
have used the Impact Grant to partner with the Bonds of Courage to mentor post 9-11 Veterans 
transitioning  from military to civilian life.  This Grant gave Elk volunteers the opportunity to 
provide our Vets with the proper tools to find a job ; to help  provide financial guidance  or just 
someone to lend an ear .  This year we have put i n an application to partner with Bridges in 
þProject Connectÿ to help the homeless  either by volunteering in the soup kitchens, doing 
þmobile runsÿ throughout the community to get the homeless into shelters and -providing them 
with the necessities to help  them become more self -sufficient.    

ADAM SANKS 5TH LODGE LAUGHTER FUNDRAISER  ON SEPTEMBER 19TH   WAS A GREAT SUCCESS.  WE 

HAD A PACKED HOUSE AND I AM ALREADY GETTING INQUIRIES FOR THE NEXT ONE! 

THANKS TO ALL ESPECIALLY THE SUMMIT COMMUNITY WHO CAME UP TO SUPPORT ENF!  

ALSO COMING UP ù FOR ENF MONTH SUMMIT IS HOLDING ITS ANNUAL OKTOBERFEST ON OCTOBER 

18THĄ  SEE THE ENCLOSED FLYER FOR MORE   

 All the Best!  
Lois Pagano,  ENF  
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     Community Symposium:  

The Spectrum of Substance Abuse 
Parents/Grandparents  

Please try to make this very important 
symposium! 

 
SUMMIT HIGH SCHOOL 
125 KENT PLACE BLVD. 

SUMMIT, NJ 
 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2015 @ 7PM 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE 

CONTACT LOUIS DESOCIO,  
DRUG AWARENESS CHAIRMAN 

ldesocio1431@comcast.net 
 
 

 

U 

P 

C 

O 

M 

I  

N 

G 

 

 

E 
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T 

S 

mailto:ldesocio1431@comcast.net
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                Rise and Shine 
                All -You-Can Eat Breakfast  
  
Mountainside Elks Lodge  
Sunday, October 11 from 8am - 12pm.  
$10 per person.  
 
Come down and have a great breakfast and help us to raise 
money so we can continue helping Veterans. 
 
For any questions, please call 908-672-2079. 

 

tel:908-672-2079
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                 HOUSE COMMITTEE: 
 
PROJECT ROOF TOP UPDATE:    THINGS ARE LOOKING UP   
 
WE HAVE SECURED THE ENGINEER AND THE PROJECT HAS BEGUN!   
 
PLEASE SEE OUR BARTENDARS FOR THE SPECIAL ROOF TOP RAFFLE AND OUR NEW 

MOUTHWATERING LUNCH MENU SPECIALLY PREPARED BY LUCY & DENISE! 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TONY PLESH JR,  
HOUSE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN    

 

IT COMMITTEE:  EXPANDING OUR INFORMATION HORIZONS!!! 
 
TO IMPROVE  OUR TECHNOLOGY; RUNNING OUR LODGE MORE 
EFFICIENTLY, WE ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS 
WITH THE FOLLOWING EXPERTISE: 
 
¶ Website design, PHP experience is a plus  
¶ Database design (SQL)  
¶ Networking  
¶ Site and system Security  
¶ Disaster/recovery planning  

 

PLEASE CONTACT ERNIE RICE @ ELKS@EHR3.COM OR TYLER HIRSHEY 
tylerhirschey@gmail.com , IT COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN, THANKS! 
 
 

mailto:ELKS@EHR3.COM
mailto:tylerhirschey@gmail.com
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NJ STATE ELKS ASSOCIATION, REGION II  ENF 
�)�8�1�'�5�$�,�6�(�5�«�����$�'�$�0���6�$�1�.�6�¶����TH  ANNUAL LODGE  

LAUGHTER NOT ONLY KEPT US LAUGHING BUT RAISED $3,200 AS 
WELL FOR ENF  

  Ŷ From left to right, Comedians Brett Druck, 

Sherry Davey, Adam Sank, Justin Hayes and 

NJ State ENF Chair Lois Pagano  


